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Art. XYI. _ A Self-Retaining Labia Pudendi Retractor. By George 

Stng Bryant, M. D., of Lexington, Ky. (With a woodcut.) 

Tiie various fistules, injuries, and diseases requiring surgical interference, 
call so frequently for the use of the speculum, that it is now used by almost 
every practitioner of medicine both in city and country. The object 
sought in the use of the speculum is to bring into view and easy reach as 
much as possible of the vagiua, with the entire os and cervix. Various 
specula have becu invented for this purpose, but all have fallen short of 
this much desired end. 

My modification of Sims’ speculum (tinier. Journ. Med. Sciences, 
Jan.lSGT), which is perfectly self-retaining, is perhaps nearer the accom¬ 
plishment of this object than any other instrument yet invented; and still 
there is something wanting even in this speculum. It is this: while the 
perineum is carried back to any extent required, and the posterior labia 
are well separated, the middle and anterior portions of the labia, in fleshy 
or in loose and flaccid persons, arc not sufficiently kept apart to afford a 
full view of the vaginal walls. In the ordinary surgical treatment, with 
cauteries, this is not a serious inconvenience; but in operating for fistules, 
it is a matter of great moment, for the hands of an assistant are required 
to keep the labia apart, and also to hold the wires as they are being in¬ 
serted until they arc twisted together. 

The labial retractor, as shown in the accompanying figure, supersedes 
the use of hands by assistants in these operations. The wings of the 
speculum, and the outer borders of the retractor, answer ns racks or fasten¬ 
ings, to which the wires may be attached in fistulous operations. 

With my labial retractor and speculum, the ultimatum of reaching the 
interior of the vagina does seem to be attained. I have used these instru¬ 
ments frequently in the presence of physicians, and, in every instance, to 
the complete satisfaction of all who have witnessed their application. 
And recently, in the operation for double vesico-vaginal fistula, with Prof. 
Bush, of this city, with the happiest results. 



The fignre requires no explanation, except that the spring of the bow 
or bend must be sufficiently strong to keep the labia apart. A spring, with 
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a screw or ratchet attachment, would perhaps answer a better purpose. 
The simple spring is, however, cheapest. This instrument is well made 
by Gemrig, of Philadelphia. 

October 27,1808. 


Art. XVII.— A Case of Night Blindness, from Worms in the Intes¬ 
tinal Canal, successfully treated. By Edwin C. Leedom, M. D., of 
Plymonth, Montgomery Co., Pa. 

Several weeks ago a laboring nmn from Wliitcmarsh Township, called 
at my oflicc with his son, a boy of seven years of age, for whom he wished 
me to prescribe. He stated that the boy was going to school, that he had 
no difficulty in learning his lessons, and that he got along very well through 
the day, but that as soon as night came his eyesight failed, so that lie 
could not discern objects; that he would run against tables, chairs, and 
other things, and that it was dangerous for him to move about, and that 
he was afraid that the boy would become totally blind. 

There was no indication of disease about the boy. Indeed, lie looked 
sturdy and robust. His eyes presented no peculiarity. Upon taking him 
to the window, the pupils probably did not contract quite so much as they 
do in persons whose eyes are unaffected. But I could not be certain that 
there was much difference. 

Upon making particular inquiry, I ascertained that he exhibited, at 
times, some of the symptoms of worms. Therefore, I concluded to com¬ 
mence the treatment by iriving some anthelmintic, and I prescribed as 
follows: R. Pulv. spigel. lnariland. 5j ? Diride in chart, vi. One of 
these powders to lie given to the boy three times a day for two days in 
succession, and to be followed on the morning of the third day by six 
grains of calomel. .. 

I requested the father to call again in about a week, but I saw nothing 
of him or his son until a short time since, when the man called on me, 
and stated that the boy, after he had taken the medicine, discharged a great 
number of worms, sonic of which were of very large size, and that his eye¬ 
sight had returned ; that he had tested it in various ways, and that it was 
as perfect as ever. 

Plymouth, May 2i», 1SG9. 



